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Dedicated to

Miss Margot Tennant
(Mrs. Asquith)

Once upon a time two poor Woodcutters were making their
way home through a great pine-forest. It was winter, and a night
of bitter cold. The snow lay thick upon the ground, and upon the
branches of the trees: the frost kept snapping the little twigs on
either side of them, as they passed: and when they came to the
Mountain-Torrent she was hanging motionless in air, for the Ice-
King had kissed her.

So cold was it that even the animals and the birds did not
know what to make of it.

“Ugh!” snarled the Wolf, as he limped through the brushwood
with his tail between his legs, “this is perfectly monstrous weath-
er. Why doesn’t the Government look to it?”

“Weet! weet! weet!” twittered the green Linnets, “the
old Earth is dead, and they have laid her out in her white
shroud.”

“The Earth is going to be married, and this is her bridal
dress,” whispered the Turtle-doves to each other. Their little pink
feet were quite frost-bitten, but they felt that it was their duty to
take a romantic view of the situation.
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THoceswaemces
mucc Mapeom Tsunanm
(2-orce Dckyum)

O;{Ha)mm nBa OegHbIX J[poBOoceka BO3BpAIAINCh TOMOI
CKBO3b T'yCTOH COCHOBBIH 00p. Jleno ObU10 3UMHEN HOYBIO B Tpe-
cKy4uil Mopo3. CHer TOJCTBIM IIOKPOBOM JIEXKaJl Ha 3eMJle U Je-
PEBbSX, U, CKOBAaHHBIC CTY)KEIl TOHKHE BETOYKU TaK U JIOMAIHCh
BOKPYT OT JBMXeHUH [IpOBOCEKOB, IIOKa T€ IPOOUPAIUCH CKBO3b
Yally, a Korja oHu BbIUIM K T'opHomy Bopmonany, To yBuaenu,
YTO OH 3aCThUI HEIBUJKUM B Bo3yxe oT noueiryst ChexHoii Ko-
pOJIEBBL.

U 10 TOro 65110 XOIOAHO, YTO JaXe 3BePU U NTHULbI HE 3HAJH,
Kak OBITb.

— BB-bIB! — mozB3BbIT Bosk u nepemMaxHyn depes KyCThl,
HOMXKaB XBOCT. — Bouctuny dynosummHas noroga. M xyaa toneko
cmotput [IpaButenscTBo?

— @ur! ¢ut! dur! — B3BOIHOBAHHO MOCBHCTHIBAIU 3€I]E-
HeHnbkue KonomsHku. — Ymepina 3emis-cTapylika, BOT H YKpPbI-
11 e€ OeNBIM CaBaHOM.

— 3eMJTI0 BBLIAIOT 3aMYK, M 9TO CBaJeOHOE IIaThe, — BOP-
KOBalM MexIy coboil I'opauupsl. X MaleHbKHE pO30BbIE JIAIIKH
BKOHEII 035107111, HO OHU CUNTAIH, YTO MPHIAEPKUBATHCS POMAHTH-
YeCKOT0 B3IVIA/a Ha BEIH 3TO UX JOJT.
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“Nonsense!” growled the Wolf. “I tell you that it is all the
fault of the Government, and if you don’t believe me I shall eat
you.” The Wolf had a thoroughly practical mind, and was never at
a loss for a good argument.

“Well, for my own part,” said the Woodpecker, who was
a born philosopher, “I don’t care an atomic theory for expla-
nations. If a thing is so, it is so, and at present it is terribly
cold.”

Terribly cold it certainly was. The little Squirrels, who lived
inside the tall fir-tree, kept rubbing each other’s noses to keep
themselves warm, and the Rabbits curled themselves up in their
holes, and did not venture even to look out of doors. The only
people who seemed to enjoy it were the great horned Owls. Their
feathers were quite stiff with rime, but they did not mind, and they
rolled their large yellow eyes, and called out to each other across
the forest, “Tu-whit! Tu-whoo! Tu-whit! Tu-whoo! what delight-
ful weather we are having!”

On and on went the two Woodcutters, blowing lustily upon
their fingers, and stamping with their huge iron-shod boots upon
the caked snow. Once they sank into a deep drift, and came out
as white as millers are, when the stones are grinding, and once
they slipped on the hard smooth ice where the marsh-water was
frozen, and their faggots fell out of their bundles, and they had
to pick them up and bind them together again, and once they
thought that they had lost their way, and a great terror seized on
them, for they knew that the Snow is cruel to those who sleep in
her arms. But they put their trust in the good Saint Martin who
watches over all travellers, and retraced their steps, and went
warily, and at last they reached the outskirts of the forest, and
saw, far down in the valley beneath them, the lights of the village
in which they dwelt.



— Bspop-p! — peikayn Bonk. — I'oBopio Bam, 4TO BceMy
BUHOM [IpaBUTENBCTBO, @ KTO HE BEPUT, TOTO 51 CbeM. — Y Boinka
ObLI COBEPILECHHO MPAaKTUYECKUI CKJIaJ yMa, TaK YTO B CIIOPAX OH
CJIOB Ha BeTep He Opocai.

— A Kakx 1o MHe, — BOCKIIUKHYI J{ATes1, KOTOpbIiA ObLT IpH-
POXIEHHBIH (Hnocod, — TO IIEeBaTh HA (QH3UKY, KOTAA HYKHO
0OBSICHUT MPAKTHKY. M TYT yX eciu OHO Tak, TO TaK Y OHO H
€CTb, a cefuac, Tak KyTb KaK XOJOJHO.

XosoaHO OBUIO U BIPSIMB XKYTKO. MaJbluku benouku, 4to
XWX B JyIUIE BRICOKOH €M, TIOCTOSTHHO TEPIIUCh HOCHUKAMH, YTO-
ObI corpeTbes, a Kpoiauku CBepHYNUCH B CBOMX HOPaX KaJIaulKOM
1 1103a0bIIN U TyMaTh, YTOOB! BRIIVIAHYTh HapyxKy. EquHCTBeHHO,
[OX0Xe, KTO XOJIONy paaoBaics, 3To oonbuine porarbie Cosl. 1
XOTb UX OIEpEHHE OT U3MOPO3H 3a1y0esI0, OHU Ha 3TO BHUMAHUS
He o0paluany, a TOJbKO Bpalllaid KPYHNHbIMU OyCHHAMHU CBOMX
SIHTAPHBIX IV1a3, IePEKINKHBAsICh TO U IeII0 Yepe3 Bech Jiec: « Y -
yy! Y-yy! Yd-yy! Iloronka BocxurutensHas, y-y-y!»

A JlpoBoceKkM BCE LIIM, OTYASHHO IBITAsCh COrPETh CBOUM
JIBIXaHUEM TIAJIbLBI PYK U, TONAs MO CJIEXKAaBIIEMYCsl CHETY Ipo-
MaJHbIMH KOBaHBIMU CallOTaMH, COrpeTh HajbLbl HOL Pa3 oHu
CBAJIMIIACH B TTyOOKHIT OBpAr, HO BBIOPAINCH, OENble, KaK Mellb-
HUKH, YTO CTOAT HaJ BEPTALINMHUCS )KEPHOBAMH, TOTOM, TIOCKOJIb-
3HYBIINCH HA KPEIIKOM JIbIY 3aMEP3IIEro 00JI0Ta, MOPaCChITaln
XBOPOCT, KOTOPBII MPUIILIOCH 3aHOBO COOMPATh U YBS3BIBATH, a
IOTOM MOKa3aJoCh, YTO OHU 3a0IyAMINCh, U TYT UX OOYsI qu-
KUl cTpax, n00 OHU 3HanH, yTo CHer 0e3XKaJoCTeH K TeM, KTO
3achllaeT B ero o0bAThAX. Ho, BO3IOXKUB HaJlEKAbl HAa 3aCTyIl-
HHKa BCEX CTPAHHUKOB OiarodectuBoro Cpstoro Mapruhna, OHH
BEPHYIINCH 110 CBOMM ClIeZlaM, IUIN ¢ GONbIIei 0CMOTPHTEIEHO-
CTBIO, BBIOPAITICH Ha OITYIIKY U YBHAEIH JAJIEKO B JOJINHE OTHH
POZIHOTO CEJICHHUS.





