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In 1796 in Vienna, the premiere of the ballet “The Forest Girl” (“Das Waldmäd-
chen”), created by Paul Wranitzky together with Joseph Kinsky, took place. A particu-
larly popular number from the ballet was the "Russian Dance".  Its  theme became the 
main for the variations cycle by the young Ludwig van Beethoven. Variations are pub-
lished in the edition by Hans von Bülow. 

The edition is addressed to pianists at music colleges and music high schools, 
concert performers, lovers of piano music. 
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В 1796 году в Вене состоялась премьера балета «Лесная девушка», созданного 
Паулем Враницким совместно с Йозефом Кинским. Особо популярным номером из 
балета стал "Русский танец". Его тема легла в основу вариационного цикла молодого 
Людвига ван Бетховена. Вариации публикуются в редакции Ганса фон Бюлова. 
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FOREWORD 

 

 Twelve variations were written 
by Beethoven in 1796 and were first 
published without reference to the opus 
in 1797. By this time, young Beethoven 
is the author of many compositions, 
testifying to the tireless work of the 
composer to improve his skills. He has 
already written numerous chamber 
works: string trios, piano quartets, 

of songs, including the famous "Ade-
laide", the first four sonatas for piano. 
The time is not far off when the three 
sonatas op. 10 and "Pathetic" will be 
created. It is characteristic that in 
these years of creative formation, com-
poser paid special attention to work on 
the variation form. Almost every year, 
new cycles of variations appear, and in 
1795 (the year of moving to Vienna) 
and in 1799 Beethoven wrote three var-
iations cycles each year. The themes of 
variations for the most part were pop-
ular songs or melodies from operas and 
ballets. However, already in these early 

pear, foreshadowing the style of the fu-
ture great master. These variations are 
different from the type of variations of 
virtuoso composers that were common 
at that time by their slenderness of 
form, thoroughness in the development 
of details and, most importantly, by the 
subtlety and unexpectedness of changes 
in the theme, by its ingenious rethink-
ing. 

The theme for the published var-
iations was the Russian dance from bal-

Kinsky, which had great success in Vi-
enna in 1796 (the date of premiere was 
September 23; 16 performances were 

ÏÐÅÄÈÑËÎÂÈÅ 

 

Äâåíàäöàòü âàðèàöèé áûëè íàïè-
ñàíû Áåòõîâåíîì â 1796 ãîäó è âïåðâûå 
îïóáëèêîâàíû áåç îáîçíà÷åíèÿ îïóñà â 
1797 ãîäó. Ê ýòîìó âðåìåíè ìîëîäîé 
Áåòõîâåí óæå ÿâëÿåòñÿ àâòîðîì ìíîãèõ 
ñî÷èíåíèé, ñâèäåòåëüñòâóþùèõ î 
íåóñòàííîé ðàáîòå êîìïîçèòîðà íàä ñî-
âåðøåíñòâîâàíèåì ñâîåãî ìàñòåðñòâà. 
Èì óæå íàïèñàíû ìíîãî÷èñëåííûå êà-
ìåðíûå ïðîèçâåäåíèÿ: ñòðóííûå òðèî, 
ôîðòåïèàííûå êâàðòåòû, êâèíòåò, àí-
ñàìáëè äëÿ äóõîâûõ, öåëûé ðÿä ïåñåí, 
â òîì ÷èñëå çíàìåíèòàÿ «Àäåëàèäà», 
ïåðâûå ÷åòûðå ñîíàòû äëÿ ôîðòåïèàíî. 
Íåäàëåêî òî âðåìÿ, êîãäà áóäóò ñîçäàíû 
òðè ñîíàòû ñî÷. 10 è «Ïàòåòè÷åñêàÿ». 
Õàðàêòåðíî, ÷òî â ýòè ãîäû òâîð÷åñêîãî 
ñòàíîâëåíèÿ îñîáîå âíèìàíèå óäåëÿåòñÿ 
êîìïîçèòîðîì ðàáîòå íàä âàðèàöèîííîé 
ôîðìîé. Ïî÷òè åæåãîäíî ïîÿâëÿþòñÿ 
íîâûå öèêëû âàðèàöèé, à â 1795 (ãîä 
ïåðååçäà â Âåíó) è â 1799 ãîäàõ Áåòõî-
âåí ïèøåò ïî òðè âàðèàöèîííûõ öèêëà. 
Òåìàìè âàðèàöèé áîëüøåé ÷àñòüþ ÿâëÿ-
ëèñü ïîïóëÿðíûå ïåñåíêè èëè ìåëîäèè 
èç îïåð è áàëåòîâ. Íî óæå â ýòèõ ðàííèõ 
âàðèàöèîííûõ öèêëàõ ïðîÿâëÿþòñÿ ãå-
íèàëüíûå ÷åðòû, ïðåäâåùàþùèå ñòèëü 
áóäóùåãî âåëèêîãî ìàñòåðà. Ýòè âàðèà-
öèè îòëè÷àþòñÿ îò ðàñïðîñòðàíåííîãî â 
òî âðåìÿ òèïà âàðèàöèé êîìïîçèòîðîâ-
âèðòóîçîâ ñòðîéíîñòüþ ôîðìû, òùà-
òåëüíîñòüþ â ðàçðàáîòêå äåòàëåé è, ñà-
ìîå ãëàâíîå, òîíêîñòüþ è íåîæèäàííî-
ñòüþ èçìåíåíèé òåìû, åå îñòðîóìíûì 
ïåðåîñìûñëåíèåì. 

Â êà÷åñòâå òåìû äëÿ ïóáëèêóå-
ìûõ âàðèàöèé ïîñëóæèë ðóññêèé òàíåö 
èç áàëåòà Âðàíèöêîãî è Êèíñêîãî «Ëåñ-
íàÿ äåâóøêà», èìåâøåãî áîëüøîé óñïåõ 
â Âåíå â 1796 ãîäó (ïðåìüåðà ? 23 ñåí-
òÿáðÿ; äî êîíöà ãîäà äàíî 16 ñïåêòàê-
ëåé). Ïóáëèêå îñîáåííî íðàâèëñÿ «Ðóñ-


