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INTRODUCTION

Ат the instigation of relatives and many friends,
I have been induced in this, the late autumn of my

life, to record some of the reminiscences of my work
in Russia. During the whole period of my thirty-five
years’ connection with the so-called Peasant Empire,
I was intimately connected in business and in society
with all classes of the community, so that I have had
every opportunity of forming an unbiased opinion.
It will be seen from the events herein narrated that
I have been contemporary with the great evolution
that took place immediately after the Crimean War.

The events that happened during the reign of Alexan-
der II have left an indelible imprint upon the country.
At the time of my arrival in Russia peace had only
been proclaimed in the previous year, 1856, and all the
great reforms were still in an embryonic state within
the brain of their beneficent author. All the abuses
connected with serfdom were still in full swing, the
proprietors had still the power to inflict corporal
punishment upon an unfortunate moujik at their own

discretion, which, although restricted by law in theory
to a certain number of strokes with birch or stick,
was in practice uncontrolled. Nearly all the large
estates were ruled by German stewards, the proprietors
not even being cognizant of the oppression which was

being practised. It was brought to my notice in five
instances that the peasantry, having become exasper-

ated beyond endurance, had hurled their tormentors
to the thrashing-floor, and beaten them to death with
their flails.

The Crimean War is now generally considered to
XV



XVI INTRODUCTION

have been a great mistake on the part of England. To
Russia, however, it was a great boon ; it had certainly
left her temporarily humiliated, but her unexpectedly
gallant defence had gained for her the respect and
sympathy, not only of her late enemies, but of all
civilized communities. This paved the way for the
introduction, step by step, of those great reforms which
have raised her in so short a time from a state of semi-
barbarism to a co-equal voice with the other Great
Powers in the destinies of Europe. It was the boom of
the Allies’ cannon that aroused her from her long sleep
of apathetic indolence and made possible the incep-
tion of those great reforms that characterized the reign
of Alexander the Liberator.

The time has not yet arrived for a correct judgment
to be formed of this monarch, and personally, with
many others, I am of opinion that these developments
followed too quickly for profitable assimilation, and
thus opened the path for the reactionary policy of
his successor Alexander III. It is, however, just to
observe that the war itself was closely followed by
the inauguration of the greatest of all the reforms, the
abolition of serfdom ; it is equally true that it marked
the epoch for the transition of Russia from a period of
many abuses to one dominated by lines of thought
which are leading her onwards by slow gradations to
an advanced state of civilization.

Since 1857 I have had the opportunity of closely
studying the sequence of reforms, which followed one

another in quick succession. Thus, the great question
of the land remained a constant cause of unrest amongst
the peasantry, who maintained that at the time of
emancipation under the will of the Emperor they were

entitled to, and should have received without payment,
all the land held by their proprietors. The publication
of the Reform took place in the year 1861, but the
Emancipation itself was only to be carried out at a

two-years’ interval in 1863. This the peasantry did
not understand, and it gave rise to many incidents
of a most regrettable character, so much so that troops
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were quartered on the villages in order to compel
them to go to work.

The Russians are a hospitable people, entertaining
their foreign guests with the utmost cordiality and
courtesy, laying themselves out to make them feel at
home from the date of their arrival to their departure.
The educated Russian has a perceptible leaning
socially to the French, but politically to the English.

Of course, both Russia and England have separate
and often opposing interests, but during the whole time
of my residence amongst Russians I seldom heard or

saw a single derogatory expression or any sign of
national enmity against ourselves, and I feel convinced
from conversation with some of the highest in the
land that there could, be no question, however criti-
cal, that could not be adjusted by mutual amicable
arrangement and to the satisfaction of the two great
nations.

At the time of my arrival in Russia law procedure
was carried out by Bureaucratic action, and all the
old administrative abuses prevailed ; the personal
liberty was constantly in danger and dependent upon

the uncontrolled will of the Tchinovniks (Men of Rank).
It was an Augean stable of abuse, illegality, and ex-

tortion, and powers that had accumulated over many

generations required to be swept away with firm and
remorseless hand.

And yet the officials were not entirely to blame, for
they received the meanest of salaries from the State
and had to divide their exactions with their immediate
superiors. A former Governor of our Province, in
talking over his own position as well as that of his
subordinates with me, said: “How can you expect
men in an official position to live on a salary less than
that of the foreman or mechanic of a factory ? For
myself, I am obliged to keep up a large establishment,
receive all visitors of distinction, have a large retinue
of servants, keep two carriages, and the whole income
that I receive is £500 (5,000 roubles) and the upkeep
of my horses.” He then added : “I have an estate,

b
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that since the Emancipation brings me in a very small
revenue in good years, and nothing whatever in bad.”

List and Dates of the Principal Events
during my Life in Russia

1861.—Decree for emancipation of twenty-three mil-
lion serfs on the expiration of two years

(March 3rd). V

1863.—Confirmation of ditto (March 3rd).
1863.—Polish insurrection.
1864.—Institution of the Zemstvo.
1866.—Inauguration of Kharkov trial by jury.
1870.—Prince Gortschakoff notifies the Powers of the

repudiation of the clauses of the Treaty of
March 30th, 1856, respecting the Black Sea
Fleet.

1870.—Military Reserves established (November 16th).
1871.'—Reorganization of the Army (January 12th).
1871.—The Black Sea clauses abrogated by treaty of

the Powers (March 13th).
1873.—The inauguration of Universal Military Service.
1874.—The Poll Tax abolished.
1874.—Marriage of the Duke of Edinburgh to the

Czar’s daughter (January 23rd).
3:877.—Russia declares war against Turkey on disputes

connected with the Holy Places (April 24th).
1878.—San Stefano Treaty signed (March 3rd).
1881.—Assassination of Alexander II (March 13th).
1884.—Death of General Todleben, the hero of the

defence of Sebastopol (July ist).
1885.—General Komaroff attacks the Afghans at

Penjdeh, defeating them with great slaughter,
and war nearly precipitated with Great
Britain. The dispute, however, was settled
by arbitration (by Denmark), and the boun-
daries between the Afghans and Russians
finally fixed (September 10th).

1885.—Celebration of the ninth century of the intro-
duction of Christianity into Russia (July 27th).
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1888. —Railway accident at Borki on the Kharkov-
Azov Railway, the train jumping the rails
on a curve owing to excessive speed. The
royal family uninjured, but 21 persons killed
(October 29th).

1889. —Reactionary policy of Count Tolstoi 1 in forcing
Russification on Finland and the German
provinces of Russia led to great unrest in
those regions.

1890. —The revolt of the students of all the Universi-
ties, owing to the stringent rules. Severe
punishments inflicted on them by Cossacks,
who were ordered to attack and lash them
with their heavy whips.

1891. —The year of the great famine throughout the
whole of the eastern sections of the Empire,
during which all festivities were suspended,
and large remittances in money and corn were

sent from America, England, and many parts
of the Continent.

Not only are the Russians a hospitable people,
but they have many philanthropic institutions, excel-
lently organized and supported by voluntary effort.
Amongst these the hospitals may be mentioned, for
which a very considerable amount is raised by the
means of Municipal stamps (of a small amount) which
have to be affixed to every ticket that is sold for the
theatres, and all places of amusement and recreation
where entry money has to be paid.

Again, the institutes for the daughters of noble
families are supported by the State, and a large sum

of money left by one of the Grand Duchesses ; in
addition the revenue arising from the monopoly of
playing-cards is allotted to them.

The sale of playing-cards is also a source of con-

siderable revenue, they being sold at a high price, in
my time at 4s. the pack. It was then the custom to

1 CountDmitri A. Tolsti, Minister of Education (not to be confused
with Count Leo N. Tolstoi, novelist and social reformer) .
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have a new pack for each separate game as an assurance

that they had not been tampered with, so that the
income from this source must have been very con-

siderable. The old packs were then sold at second
hand, and gradually after the first purchase changed
hands at a very cheap rate, the cards being scarcely
soiled.

During the winter months, when work was scarce

and the destitution in consequence very great, cheap
dinners were established in the large Public Hall of
the City. Throughout the months of frost and storm
the poorer classes could obtain substantial meals at
prices varying from 5 to 15 kopecks (one penny to three-
pence) according to the number of courses required,
each course costing one penny. These dinners had in
addition a moral value, one of the principal ladies of
the City, a member of the Committee for this purpose,

presiding each day in rotation during the meal. These
ladies included the wives of the Governor and the City
Dignitaries, and each voluntarily gave her services
for this purpose on an average once a month, sympathy
for the poor being thus shown by the more privileged
class in a practical form.

Another institution which received large support
was that of the Waifs and Strays, who colonized a

large freehold estate near the City.
Besides these, there were the deaf and dumb, the

blind, and the old men’s asylums, the excellent public
dispensaries, and the two great orphan asylums, and
also many other benefactions which were constantly at
work—this surely being great evidence of the charity
which exalteth a nation.

The reader must understand that in these records
I am writing of a period long since passed away. I do
not believe that since that time a new heaven and
earth have dawned upon that nation, and I fear
lest the new-born activities now prevailing should be
drawing hard-earned money from our too-confiding
countrymen, which may result in loss and disappoint-
ment to many. Russia is not England, and should
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not be viewed with English eyes ; it is a country still
in the making, and the sterling principles of honesty
and honourable dealing that have been ingrained in
our own countrymen from our forefathers have yet
to take deep root amongst these Eastern people.

For me Russia has a deep pathos, for during my

sojourn in that land it became consecrated to my

family as the resting-place of four of our beloved
children. One lies in the cemetery of the Mennonites
at Berdiansk on the Sea of Azov ; a second in Poltava ;
a third in the village of Sukarabovka, in the church-
yard of the estate belonging to a truly noble family,
the Karaishes, where my family was passing the
summer ; and the fourth in the cemetery of Kharkov.

It has also been stated that the Russians are a

deeply religious people. That the peasants have a

very great religious instinct I quite admit, but theirs
is not the religion that we have been taught in Holy
Writ as being pure and undefiled. During their long
state of serfdom and ignorance they have not had the
opportunity of having or being able to read the Holy
Scriptures. To them the important features are the
forms and ceremonies of the Church, the adoration of
the Saints and the Icons, the prostrations, the fastings
at stated intervals, the genuflexions, crossing them-
selves, and pilgrimages—then if that be true religion,
the peasants are religious according to their knowledge.

A great work is being carried out by both the Russian
and English Bible Societies for the spread of the Word
of God among the people, and the State railways have
given special facilities by granting free passes on their
lines to the colporteurs ; but the slightest fringe only
has been touched among the millions of the country.

There are two sets of clergy, the black and the white.
The black are the monks living in the Monasteries
attached to the Cathedrals and Holy Places. These
are supposed to be holy men devoted to good works
and the due performance of the Church ceremonies.
The white clergy are the parish priests, who must be
married men, but on the death of a wife are compelled
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to enter a monastery, following on the Biblical instruc-
tion (as they think) of being the husband of one wife.

The services are held in the old Slavonic tongue,
a language that is not understood even by the general
body of educated Russians ; the singing of old Gregorian
chants is very attractive, and the Little Russians, many

of whom have remarkably fine voices, are educated
and engaged as choristers throughout the land.

At the time of my arrival the priests were a hereditary
caste, every son of a priest’s family being bound to
enter the priesthood ; eventually, however, the supply
grew greater than the demand, and then the compulsion
was abrogated. The priests are miserable in their
service and in their pay, which averages about £20 a

year, together with a piece of glebe land which they
plough, sow, and harvest as ordinary peasants. They
haggle and bargain over the price to be paid for
baptisms, marriages, funerals ; they are only half
educated, and many are addicted to intemperance.

The religious observances of the higher class, or so-

called intelligencia of the country, are practically
absent, only consisting of such Church ceremonies as

the State ordains. I have seldom seen men in the
churches except at Easter time, when Confession and
Communion are enforced. The ladies, however, are

more consistent in their attendance, and after Con-
fession, Communion, and the receipt of absolution,
it is customary for them to receive visits of con-

gratulation. (&.
The scope of this work being that of personal nar-

rative, I do not propose to discuss the social and
political questions, which have been dealt with by
many abler pens than my ’prentice hand can wield.

When compiling these records of my life, I have
been greatly aided by having found in a box after my

wife’s death a complete collection of all the letters I
had written to her during the fifty-one years of our

married life, which had been particularly numerous

owing to our frequent separations during the course

of my many journeys and for the education of my sons.
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When bivouacking on the desert, I have often pon-

dered over the mysteries of life and the “ divinity that
shapes our ends.” It seems incontestable that there
must be in the case of many of us some plan that
fashions our lives. Here in my own case, my birth,
training, education, apprenticeship, the study of
languages, and subsequent work, all seem to have been
chains of evidence leading me onward to be the pioneer
of the work destined for me in this country. Thus
when hundreds of miles away from any fellow-country-
man, and ofttimes a weary traveller, I was led to
realize the great mystery of life which comes vividly
before us in such solitude, and there are voices in the
refrain :

“ Lo, on each seed within its slender rind
Life’s golden threads in endless circle wind,
Maze within maze the lucid webs are rolled,
And as they burst the living flame unfold.
The pulpy acorn ere it swells contains
The oak’s vast branches in its milky veins.
Each ravell’d bud finds film and fibre line
Traced with nice pencil on the small design.
The young narcissus in its bud compressed
Cradles a second, nesthng on its breast,
In whose fine arms a younger embryon lies,
Folds in its leaves and shuts its floweret eyes,

Grain within grain successive harvests swell
And boundless forests slumber in its shell.”
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My earliest recollections are connected with my

grandfather, who was the first member of the family
to emigrate to England, he having lived up to that
time on the borderland, the north side of the Tweed.

The Hume family had formerly occupied a very

great position in the districts comprised within March-
ment, Greenlaw, Duns, and Kelso, and it is still repre-

sented there by the Humes of Wormielaw, who are direct
descendants of the old family. Their farm comprises
part of the rich pasture-land of the border, and is a

very short distance from the bluff upon which stands
the grim old ruins of Hume Castle.

My grandfather, by profession a brewer, had been
invited to enter the service of one of the most important
London breweries in order to superintend the making
of Scotch ale, which at that time was in much demand.

I
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I was born in the year 1836 in the neighbourhood
of the brewery, and was christened in the Church of
St. Giles, Cripplegate, a church which is of such his-
torical interest that in my opinion it compares favour-
ably with any other church in London. Within its
crypt lie the remains of John Milton, who, as author of
Paradise Lost and Paradise Regained, is enshrined in the
memory of the whole of the English-speaking world.
Here also are buried John Fox, the martyr ologist, and
Sir Martin Frobisher, who in 1588 took a leading part
in the defeat of the Spanish Armada. The latter was

also one of the first explorers of the Arctic Seas, and
died of wounds received in a naval action in 1594. This
church is also noted as being the scene of the marriage
of Oliver Cromwell on August 29th, 1620.

Long before my grandfather’s death, my father had
removed from London and started for himself in a

brewery in the village of Feltham in Middlesex, but
as it was not a success, it passed after some years into
other hands. Previous to our removal to Feltham,
my father resided at Greenwich in one of my grand-
father’s houses in Circus Street, going up daily to
London to his business. My grandfather on my

mother’s side was a Scot named Purvis, a man of
some substance, having freehold land in the centre
of the then rising suburb, which comprised within
its bounds Royal Hill, Circus Street, and Prior
Street, the latter street bearing my grandmother’s
maiden name. Greenwich at that time was a fashion-
able resort, and the Trafalgar, Yacht, and Ship Hotels
used to be filled daily in the season with visitors coming
for whitebait dinners. Members of the Cabinet also
came for the same purpose before the opening of
Parliament.

As these hotels were built close to the river and their
walls were washed at the flow of the tide, it was a

favourite amusement with the visitors to throw cop-

pers from the hotel windows at the ebb tide for the
pleasure of seeing the boys, the so-called “ mud-
larks,” scramble for them in the deep mud. Among
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other great attractions at that time at Greenwich was

the fair, which brought thousands once a year to visit
the Park, Blackheath, and the Hospital, where the old
sailor pensioners, always ready to show visitors over

their pretty decorated cubicles, were present in their
picturesque garb. The evening generally ended in
a visit to Tea-pot Row, which was quite an institution
at that time.

One of my childhood’s memories is of a long visit
by my father and mother to Scotland ; and I well
remember the day when the stage coach drove up to
our home to take them away. At that time, there
being no railways, the journey north was a veritable
undertaking. On the opening of the railway lines, the
picturesqueness of travel ceased, and the horn of the
red-coated guard resounded no more through the
streets. The stateliness of the coachman seated on his
box in all his glory passed away, together with the
crowd of small boys, who looked upon him with
reverence, and in their place are the shrill notes of the
steam whistle, the hoarse puff of the engine, and the
whirr of the skidding wheels. During the absence of
my parents, my brother and I were placed under the
care of my mother’s brother, Dr. Purvis, who in-
augurated his guardianship by threatening, should we

not be good boys, to make us into pills. I am sorely
afraid, however, we did not turn out the angelic
creatures his threat would achieve, for in after years

my aunt used to relate how a stray sofa pillow cleared
some valuable ornaments from her drawing-room
mantelpiece. Having, however, no personal recollection
of the incident, I have systematically regarded this
accusation as a myth, or an erroneous effect of the
imagination. On the return of our parents we removed
to Feltham, which became the centre of our family life
over many years.

Our family at this time consisted of three boys
and a girl, and also a Scotch cousin Anne, who lived
with us up to her marriage. Both my parents

being of Scottish origin, the family, as was then the
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custom, was brought up under Spartan rules, and
inured to live a life in which no luxuries were

allowed.
I can recall how, at a very early age, we were placed

under the too draconian discipline prevalent at that
period, consisting in the repression of every childish
instinct. This, to my mind, had the effect, instead of
fostering the love and confidence which every child
should have toward its parents, of leading them to
avoid as far as possible any contact with them. Under
this system the discipline of the simple life was general
in most families. Porridge, dry bread, and milk and
water formed our breakfast fare. No condiments of
any kind were allowed. Even a piece of cake, except
at rare intervals, was forbidden, and the general con-

duct of the children was regulated by admonitions
such as, “ Children should be seen and not heard,”
“ Children should only speak when spoken to,” or

“ Children should see, hear, and say nothing.”
I was most tenderly attached to my brother, and

we resented this treatment, which doubtless made us

irritable, as far as children could be. The strict discipline
under which we were being brought up had this effect,
that our father, instead of being an attracting force,
became to us a repelling one, and our intercourse was

regulated more by fear of consequences than by filial
affection. As a natural result, I was thrown into
closer companionship with my brother, who was only
fourteen months older than myself, and I can well
remember how we used every means of avoiding our

father, and were entirely dependent on the moderating
influences of our mother, whom we adored. But who
can fathom the endurance of a mother’s love ? It has
been throughout my life an abiding influence. It was

at her knees our daily prayers were offered for father
mother, sister, and brothers, after which, standing
with our hands behind us, we recited Doctor Watts’
evening hymn :

" And now another day is gone,

I sing my Maker’s praise.”
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This hymn, which I never have forgotten, has been
to me throughout all my wanderings in desert lands
a solace and prayer—a solace recalling a mother’s
tender care, and a prayer that my sins, which were

many, might be forgiven, and strength granted for
days to come. Yes, I recall how seldom we saw her
without her children’s socks or other work in her hands,
and how, when colds were prevalent, the posset cone

full of home-made elderberry wine was embedded in
the parlour embers for our later regalement in bed.
Also I recall how at stated intervals on coming down
in the morning, we found to our horror the cup of
senna tea, which at that time was considered indis-
pensable for the young, and which, in spite of protest,
we had to drink or have poured ignominiously down
our throats in spoonfuls, our mouths being opened by
my father pinching our noses.

In our home, notwithstanding the love bestowed
upon us by our mother and cousin Anne, stern dis-
cipline was enjoined, and it seemed to us that we

could do nothing well. Regardless of grammar, the
words “don’t,” “won’t,” “mustn’t,” etc., were ever

irritating elements in our child life. Through this
too constant correction in the past generation, the
inevitable reaction has followed, with the effect that
the present-day children too often despise parental
authority and become aggressively self-assertive and
arrogant. Although I cannot recall that we were

often chastised by our father, I do know, that instead
of hastening joyfully to meet him, taking him into
our confidence and asking his advice, we constantly
avoided him, and this result was not peculiar to us,

but in evidence in most families at that period.
The third member of our family was our Scotch

cousin Anne, to whom I have already referred, who,
with an occasional helper, served the household, and
was the object of our great affection. She it was who
tried to save us, by timely warning, from many a well-
deserved punishment, and on baking days made us

many little delicacies from sweetened pieces of dough,
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formed to represent rabbits, dogs, or pigs, with cur-

rants for eyes. At this distance of time, I can still
recall how they were to us the very perfection of art,
and also our grief when told she was leaving us to be
married, and the intense indignation we felt when her
husband carried her away a few months later.

I must not forget to record our love for our dog
“ Spot.” He was a large spotted carriage dog of
Danish breed, far from good-looking, with bleary
albino eyes, and was to us children the most affectionate
of animals. He could be trusted to allow no stranger
to approach us. He was faithful, loving, and true,
the confidant of our grief, the partaker of our joys.
No one would admire him on his points, but he was

beautiful to us, and we deeply sorrowed when, owing
to a carriage accident, he had to be destroyed, and
died licking my father’s hand. We buried him in our

garden, mourning with many tears the loss of our dear
old friend and playmate.

It was at the early age of about five years that my

school life began, when my brother and I first entered
the village infant school, which was kept by a Miss
Phillips, who was quite a character.

This school was typical of those existing in the earlier
half of the last century, in which most of the children
of the middle class received their elementary educa-
tion. The school was a mixed one, consisting of the
sons and daughters of the farmers who formed the
bulk of the important element of the village com-

munity. As nearly as I can recollect, there were from
twenty to thirty pupils, well known to each other,
who occupied the large front room of the house. Miss
Phillips instructed the higher class, while the ele-
mentary pupils were under the care of one of the seniors.
Poor Miss Phillips, upon whose features generations
of wayward pupils had left a forbidding impress,
grimly presided in a high upholstered, straight-backed
chair. Nature had not been very gracious to the poor

woman, for one of her legs was so much shorter than the
other that it had to be supplemented by an iron patten,
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which, having failed to grow with her growth, produced
a movement when she walked which earned for her
in the village the sobriquet of “ Hop and go one.”
This custom had become so general that I am con-

vinced it was very often used inadvertently in her
presence. Owing to the position of her chair, backing
the corner, the children could not be supervised when,
on opening the school with prayer, she knelt facing
the back, thus giving them a splendid opportunity for
the interchange of grimaces and other amenities.

Before my cousin Anne left us, we had outgrown
the necessity for her leadership through the village,
and trudged alone along the road leading to the
school. Midway between it and our house was a

sheet of water, the overflow of a ditch which crossed
the road. This sheet of water was known as the
Watersplash, and to cross it a slightly raised wooden
footpath had been erected for pedestrians ; but what
boy could resist the challenge of another’s “ I’ll do
your dags,” without making an attempt to jump the
stream ! Often a small boy landed in the middle and
the soaking entailed punishment. This punishment
generally consisted of his having to stand with naked
feet on a stool, with his face to the wall, a conical
dunce’s cap on his head, and a placard on his back
marked “ Dunce,” and he had to stand thus until
his socks and boots were dried.

The village was in a hunting district, and as the
meet was held not far from it, during the season gay

cavalcades of fair women and red-coated men, to-
gether with the hounds, often passed our school
windows. Miss Phillips, who had a great dislike to

the hunt, on such occasions as these generally gave

the order for prayer, quite oblivious of the fact that
while she, with her face to the corner, might be calling
down fire from heaven on the devoted hunt, the chil-
dren, with their noses flattened on the windows, were

silently revelling in the unholy pageant.
At the New Year it was usually the custom to supple-

ment the fees payable to the teacher by gifts in kind,
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which in my father’s case invariably took the form
of coal. Memory recalls how on one occasion I had
to accompany her, laden with a big basket of bits of
slate, which she wished my father to exchange for
coal, but I believe she was referred to the merchant
from whom the coal was bought.

In those days in the majority of elementary schools
the system of education was by “rote”—that is to
say, the lesson had to be learnt word for word by
heart without regard to its signification, simply as an

effort of memory, and the least failure in word was

usually followed by punishment or by moving down
places in the class. The school hours commenced at
nine o’clock in the morning, lasting until twelve, and
from two to four in the afternoon. For the seniors,
the morning lessons comprised reading, writing,
grammar, and spelling, and in the afternoon arithmetic,
dictation, and needlework for the girls, the last being
replaced by geography for the boys. In the junior
class, the order in the morning was the alphabet, pot-
hooks and hangers, and simple spelling, while the
multiphcation table and sampler work in cross-stitch
occupied the afternoon. Specimens of this so-called
art-work are doubtless still to be found in middle-
class houses. It consisted in working figures of animals,
houses, and trees, regardless of perspective and all
being about the same size, with worsted in cross-

stitch on a square of canvas, and underneath were

the numerals and alphabet. These squares, when
finished and lined, were generally used for kettle-holders,
and were presented to our parents on their birthdays.

I fear, as I was high-spirited and rebellious of con-

trol, I must often have proved a sore trial to the poor

woman, and the punishments that ensued were not
conducive to my self-respect. For instance, on one

occasion I remember when I was adorned with the
dunce’s cap and with a placard with “Liar” in large
letters hanging on my back, she tried her best, but
failed, to make me go into the street to fetch her loaf
of bread from the baker’s cart. On another occasion


