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Reading
“If all the beasts were gone, men would die from a great loneli-
ness of spirit, for whatever happens to the beasts also happens 
to the man. All things are connected.”

Chief Seattle of the Suwamish Tribe, 
Letter to President Franklin Pierce

Learning Objectives:

• to entitle the paragraphs in the text;
• to describe pie charts, diagrams and tables;
• to speak about threatened, endangered and extinct species;
• to practice the roleplay;
• to revisit modal verbs expressing necessity;
• to develop your presentation skills;
• to learn new terms on the topic “Zoology”.

Lead in
Task 1

Pick up 8 words from the box below to complete the mind map for «zoology». 
Compare your results as a class.
1) animals 2) vertebrate
3) brain 4) extinction
5) cell 6) habitat
7) chloroplast 8) euphoria
9) introduced species 10) fauna
11) carnivores 12) fossils
13) fungus 14) blade
15) mammal 16) knot

ZOOLOGY

https://biologydictionary.net/fauna/
https://biologydictionary.net/fossils/
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Task 2
Choose the definition to the word «zoology». 
1. The scientific study of the physiology, structure, genetics, ecology, distri-

bution, classification, and economic importance of plants.
2. The study of heredity and the variation of inherited characteristics
3. The branch of science concerned with the substances of which matter is 

composed, the investigation of their properties and reactions, and the use of 
such reactions to form new substances.

4. The branch of science that deals with carbon compounds (other than sim-
ple salts such as carbonates, oxides, and carbides).

5. The scientific study of the behaviour, structure, physiology, classification, 
and distribution of animals.

6. The branch of biology that deals with the normal functions of living organ-
isms and their parts.
Task 3

What animals do you see in the pictures? Match the picture with the correct 
class.

1. Invertebrates.
2. Mammals.
3. Birds.
4. Amphibians.
5. Reptiles.
6. Fish.

a)                                            b)                           c)

d)                                           e)                             f)
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Task 4
Match the words on the left with the definition on the right.

1) mass extinction at risk of no longer existing

2) species extinction

is a type of bird that stays primarily on the ground, not 
only foraging on the ground but also generally nesting 
and roosting on the ground or very low in shrubbery 
or brush. These birds also prefer to freeze, walk, or 
run when threatened rather than taking flight.

3) endangered

the death of a large number of species within a rel-
atively short period of geological time, thought to be 
due to factors such as a catastrophic global event or 
widespread environmental change that occurs too 
rapidly for most species to adapt.

3) habitat destruction
the introduction of any nonnative species that signif-
icantly modifies or disrupts the ecosystems it coloniz-
es.

5) rails the process by which natural habitat becomes incapa-
ble of supporting its native species.

6) cranes
any of a number of mammals with hooves that are su-
perficially similar but not necessarily closely related 
taxonomically

7) parrots

extinction of a particular animal or plant species oc-
curs when there are no more individuals of that spe-
cies alive anywhere in the world – the species has died 
out. This is a natural part of evolution. But sometimes 
extinctions happen at a much faster rate than usual.

8) terrestrial game birds belonging to the group of animals that carry their 
young in a pocket of skin called a pouch

9) pelagic seabirds any animal that eats meat

10) exotic species invasions connected with the group of creatures that includes 
whales and dolphins

11) hoofed mammals a large cosmopolitan family of small- to medium-sized, 
ground-living birds. 

12) insectivores are birds that spend most of their time (except when 
they are nesting) on the ocean away from land.

13) marsupials
a tropical bird with a curved beak. There are several 
types, most of which have bright feathers. Some are 
kept as pets and can be trained to copy human speech.

14) cetaceans any small animal that belongs to a group of animals 
with strong sharp front teeth.

15) carnivores any animal that eats insects

16) rodents a large bird with long legs and a long neck
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Pre-reading
Task 1

Find the synonyms to these definitions by solving the anagrams on the right. 
For Further information use Study Help 1 and Study Help 2.
Example: Animals having a skeleton with a spinal column and a large brain 
 tvreebaret     vertebrate.
1) No longer in existence.      a) tnecxit. 
2) The variety of plant and animal life.  b) tidvryboieis. 
3) Any animal lacking a backbone.     c) ivrbtneterea.
4) The type of environment in which an 
    organism or group normally lives.   d) tbathai. 
5) Under the threat of extinction.     e) rnddenagee. 

Task 2
Split into 2 groups. You are given groups and orders of animals. Match the 

picture with the name and with the appropriate translation. Make use of the 
dictionary if necessary. Discuss the results as a class. 

Group 1. Orders of birds.

1)   2)   3) 

4)   5)  6)  
Picture Animals Translation
Picture 1 1) crane a) пернатая дичь
Picture 2 2) rails b) серый журавль
Picture 3 3) parrots c) пелагические морские птицы
Picture 4 4) game birds d) певчая птица
Picture 5 5) pelagic seabirds e) пастушок
Picture 6 6) songbirds f) попугаи

https://www.multitran.com/m.exe?s=%D1%81%D0%B5%D1%80%D1%8B%D0%B9+%D0%B6%D1%83%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BB%D1%8C&l1=2&l2=1
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Group 2. Groups of mammals.

1)   2)   3) 

4)   5)   6) 
Picture Animals Translation
Picture 1 1) hoofed mammals a) сумчатые
Picture 2 2) insectivores b) плотоядные
Picture 3 3) marsupials c) копытные
Picture 4 4) cetaceans d) грызуны
Picture 5 5) carnivores e) китообразные
Picture 6 6) rodents f) насекомоядные

Task 3
Before you Read the Text answer the following questions. Then Read the 

Text and check your answers.
1. Is extinction a natural process?

a) Humans cause extinction of a species through overharvesting, pollu-
tion, habitat destruction, introduction of invasive species (such as new 
predators and food competitors), overhunting, and other influences. 
b) Extinction is a natural process. Scientists estimate that up to 98% of 
all the species that have ever lived are now extinct. Most of these became 
extinct before the arrival of humans over a period of hundreds of millions 
of years.
c) Extinctions are caused by natural disasters, such as volcanic eruptions 
during the Permian period, and asteroid impact during the Cretaceous 
extinction.

2. What are natural and human causes of extinction? Put the reasons into 
the correct column:
a) climate change;
b) exotic species invasions;
c) natural ecosystem change;
d) flooding;
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e) predators;
f) meteor, asteroid or comet strike;
g) overhunting;
h) habitat destruction;
i) chemical pollution;
j) water oxygen level;
k) water acidification;
l) overexploitation;
m) earthquake;
n) pest control;
o) volcanism;
p) commerce.

Natural causes Human causes

3. What are the rates of animal extinction at the present time? Put the cor-
rect class name into the correct space.

fish, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, birds

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)
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