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OT PEJJAKIINHA

Pa3MpbIiisii Hag BOMPOCOM O MeCTe
Poccuu B uctopun ¥ B COBPEMEHHOM MHPE,
pa3NUYHBIC MBICIUTEIH, TaK WIA HHAYe,
00BIYHO paccMmaTpuBamu Poccuro B pamkax
cxembl Bocrok - 3amaz. [Ipu stom Poccuro
OHH OTHOCHJIH JIn00 K BocToky mnu 3amany,
mbo mpusHaBaau €€ 0co0oi CTpaHOU, He
3amagHoil W He BocTtouyHoW. Kak 3ameuan
pycckuit  ¢umocop Hukomaii  bepnses,
«Poccusi MokeT co3HaTh ceOsS W CBOE
MpU3BaHUE B MHPE JHIIb B CBETEC MPOOIEMBI
Boctoka u 3anagay.

310 0OBsCHSACTCS, TPEKIE BCETrO, TEM,
9TO0 W Teorpauyecku, U HCTOPHYCCKH
Poccust coueraet B cebe 3anmaa u Boctok. C
ogHONl  ctopoHbsl, B Poccum  Boctok
coeuHseTCsS ¢ 3amajoM, a ¢ IPYrod - oHH
pacxozsrcs. [Ipu 5ToM Ba)KHO OTMETHUTD, UTO
moHsATHA 3amana M BocToka - HE TOJBKO
reorpaduyeckue, HO eme U  HOHSITHSA
¢r10co(CcKOro ¥ MOJMTHYECKOTO IIJIaHa.

Bonpoc o mnonoxenun Poccun wmexmy
3amagom u BocTtokoMm cramo 0coOeHHO
OUYEBUIHBIM TOCNEe TUKBHAANUU COBETCKOTO
Coroza u KPYIICHUSI KOHIICTIIIHA
IBYXIIOJIIPHOTO MUpA.

Iocne pacnaga CCCP B 1991 roay Ha 15
HE3aBHCHUMBIX TOCYIAapCTB W pa3pyIICHHS
MHUPOBOI CHCTEMBI couanm3ma,
MPEIPEKaeMOro «KOHIIA MCTOPHH», BOMPEKU
MHEHHIO JIMOCpAbHBIX (PYyTYpOJIoroB, He
Hactymmwio. Xots Poccust m ctpemmiiack B
1990-e roxpl cTaTh YacThIO 3aMaIHOTO MUPA,
U B DKOHOMHYECKOM IDIaHE JTO €i B
3HAUYUTEIHHOH CTETIeHH yIaJIOCh.

Tem HEe MeHee, conmanu3M He ucue3. He
WCUE3THM W  KPU3UCHBIE  SBICHUSA B
COBPEMEHHOM KaIluTaJIi3Me.

[lepBbIii, TpaBaa, MpUOOPEN KHUTAHCKYIO
HAIIMOHATBHYIO CHENHU(PUKY U MHTETPHUPOBAI
MEXaHU3MBI PEIHOYHOW camoopranm3anuu. K
YHCITY COIMANACTHYCCKUX YKOHOMUK, Haps Iy
¢ Kuraem cerogus MoxxHO oTHecTH BheTHam,
Ky0y, oruactr Muauro u KH/IP. Kpuzuc xe
(PMHAHCOBOTO TIOOATHCTCKOTO KalTUTATIH3Ma
MpHOOPENT BCEMUPHBI MacIiTa0.
(oxkonuanue cmamovu /Imumpus Pywjuna —

Ha cmpanuye 11)
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CTPOUTDL MOCTDI, A HE BO3BOJUTDH CTEHDI

Tax copmyampoBan oxHy M3 IJIABHBIX 33124, KOTOPbIe ycnemHo pemaer Coper MHHHCTPOB
Ceepnbix Ctpan (CMCC) Ha Tepputopun Poccuiickoit ®@egepannu, HecMOTPS HAa TO, YTO €ro
IpeacraBurenbcTtBo Ha CeBepo-3anane B jauune Uadopmannonnoro 6opo B Cankr-Ilerepdypre
0Ka3aJ10Ch B CIHMCKAaX OpraHu3anuii, 4eii craryc Munioct Poccun B mozanpouwiom roay Bo3Besa B

PAHT KHUHOCTPAHHOI'O ar¢cHTa».

OO0 HeJTOTHYHOCTH TAKOr0 pewieHust M 00 akTuBHOM padore CMCC ¢ poccHiicKUMH NapTHEPaAMH
pacckazag B Oecele € IJIaBHBIM peAakTopoM xypHajda «KoHcyn» pykooautear Oduca
I'enepanbHOro cekperaps 3Toii opranuzanum, Ham roctb Kenner POMAH.

beceoosan Onez /laeman

--Yeaxcaemwtii 2ocnooun bpoman, kax
uzeecmno,  Hugopmayuonnoe  o61w0po
Cosema Munucmpos Cesepuvix Cmpan 6
Cankm-Ilemepoypze 6vino cozoano ¢ 1995
200y ¢ uyenvio cooeiicmeus pazeumuio u
YKpenjienuio compyoHuyecmea, o0OMeHa
ONbLIMOM U 3HAHUAMU, YCHIAHOGIEHUIO
HPOUHBIX C8A3EH MEMHCOY OP2AHUAUUAMU
Cesepnvix cmpan u Cesepo-3anaonozo
pezuona.

Kakue dynkyuu coxpanuno bwopo
nociie npuOCMano6KU €20 0eaAmebHOCmuU
6 mom eude, 6 KOMOPOM  OHO
cyuiecmeosano 0o 2015 200a, u Kak
Ce200HA  GbI2IAOUM  NPOZPAMMA €20
odeamenvuocmu?

Coser Munuctpos CesepHbix CtpaH, rae s
SIBJISIFOCH TJIaBOM aJIMUHUCTpannu ['enepanbHOTO
CeKperapsi, TO €CThb 3aHMMal BTOPOH TIO
3HAYMMOCTH TIOCT B 3TOW OpTaHU3allid — 3TO
pabounii oprax o COTPYIHHUYECTBY
Ounnsaanu, [eeruu, [anuu, Hopeerum wu
Wcnangum, W, B [JaHHOM KOHTEKCTE, MBI
MpEICTaBIAEM BCE STh CeBepHBIX
MIPABUTEIILCTB.

HNudopmarnmonnoe 6ropo CMCC B CaHKT-
[TerepOypre B cBOE BpeMs OBLIO
3apErucTPUPOBAHO KaK HEKOMMepYecKast
OpraHM3anus, M IO 3TOM MPUYUHE JBa roja
TOMY Ha3aJ ero nepekBajn(uIupoBaId B «HHO-
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CTPAHHOIO HEKOPPEKTHO,
MIOCKOJIBKY  OHO  HW3HA4YalbHO  SIBJISJIOCH
MPaBUTEIHCTBEHHOW OpraHu3aIuei.

BrnionHe ecTecTBEHHO, 4YTO TMPaBUTEIHCTBA
CeBepHBIX CTpaH C TaKUM pPEIICHUEM HE
COTJIaCWJIMCH U OBLTH BBIHYXKJIEHBI  MPEKPATUTh
MPOEKTHYIO JAesTenbHOCTh biopo. Tem cambim
OHM JaJld TIOHSTh, YTO HE HaMEpPeHbl paboTaTh
kak B Poccuu, Tak u B ApYrux CTpaHax B
Ka4eCTBE «UHOCTPAHHBIX areHTOB», MOCKOJBKY
XOTSAT  OBITh OTKPBITBIMU, TPO3PAYHBIMH H
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pa3BUBaTh COTPYAHUYECTBO C TEMHU CTPaHaMH,
Ha TEPPUTOPUH KOTOPBIX OHU HAXOASTCS.

Bor mnouemy B Cankr-IletepOypre Mmbl
OCTaBHJIM TOJBKO JOJDKHOCTH VICIIOIHUTENBHOrO
JIMpEeKTopa U Oyxranrepa, KOTOPbIE; 3aHUMAIOTCS
peleHreM TEXHUYECKUX BOIIPOCOB
HEMOCPEACTBEHHO Juii  oduca ['eHepanbHOrO
cekpetaps B Konenrarene.

TeMm He MeHee, 10JKEH CKa3aTh, 4YTO, HECMOTPS
Ha 3TOT BBIHY)KJICHHBIM IIAar, COTPYAHUYECTBO
CMCC c¢ poccuiickumMu peruoHamMu  He
npekpamanock. bonee Toro, OHO MO-IPeXHEMY
BEIETCS  JOCTaTOYHO akTHBHO. OpHako B
HBIHEIIHUX  YCIOBHAX O3TO  B3aUMOACUCTBHE
OCYILIECTBISIETCS yke He uepe3 bropo, a uepes
Apyrue OpraHu3alny, KOTOpbIe HaXOAATCs IMOO B
Poccun, mubo 3a ee mpememamu. Hampumep,
IPOrPaMMBbI 110 OXPaHE OKPYKAaIOIIEH Cpenbl, IO
3IPaBOOXPAHEHUI0 M IO  HPEAYNpPEeXICHHIO
3a00J1€BaHUIl PEaTU3yIOTCS C MOMOIIBIO KPYITHBIX
HHCTUTYTOB B @uumsaaauu. IIporpammer 1o
3paBOOXPaHEHHUIO, o HpeayIPEeXICHHUIO
3a00IeBaHU W TIO0 OOpPA30BAHUIO PEANTU3YIOTCA
COBMECTHO € MMHHCTEPCTBOM HAayKM H
oOpazoBanuss B Mockse, ¢ BmactsimMu CaHKT-
[TerepOypra u qpyrux pOCCUHCKUX PETHOHOB.

Koopnunanus 3toif paboThl crana st HacC
Oomee CIOXKHOM W3-3a TOTO, 4YTO pbIUaru
yIpaBlIeHUsT HAXOAATCA HE TOJIBKO B pa3HBIX
ropogax, Ho u cTpaHax. Kpome Toro, name
COTPYHUYECTBO yTpaunBaeT HEOOXOIUMYIO
ruOKOCTb, U HaM BCe TpyAHEEe IUIAHUPOBATh M
OOBSICHATH T€ WU UHBIE HAIIM IIATrH.

Bonpiioe 3HaueHue umena IMPOIIOrOAHSSA
Bctpeya B Cankr-IlerepOypre, mocBsieHHAs
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npobsieMaM coTpyaHudectBa Mexay CoBeToMm
Munuctpos CeBepHbix cTpad u CeBepo-3ananom
Poccun, B KOTOpOit y4acTBOBAIHU u
npencrasuten MU/ Poccun.

Kak pmonro Oyner mponomkaTbes paboTa B
TaKOM peXHMEe — TPYJIHO CKa3aTbh, OJTHAKO CIEAYET
OTMETHUTbh, YTO MEXY HAIIMMU IPABUTEIbCTBAMU
MPOJOJDKAETCS WO, M, S HAJCICh, 4YTO
CUTYaLUs] MOXKET U3MEHUTHCS K JIydLIEMY.

Kakue 00zo60pennocmu yoanoce peaiusosams u
Ymo npenamcmeyem aKMUBUIAUUU O0eN06bIX
ceaseit ¢ Cesepublmu cmpanamu?

CotpynHudecTBO  Bcerma  TpeOyeT,  Kak
MHUHHMYM, ABYX MapTHEPOB. YIOMSHYTash MHOIO
BCTpeya ObuIa TMOJIe3Ha Al 00eUX CTOPOH, M OHA
MOJATBEpANIa TOTOBHOCTh K B3aUMOJCHCTBUIO M
1ocjajga CUTHAI BCEM, KTO B 3TOM 3aUHTEPECOBAH.
3aremM OBUIHM 3amyIIeHBl COBMECTHBIE TIPOTPAMMBI
Ha oOmryro cymmy 150 mmmmoHOB pyOsei, u B
STOM TOY MBI TIPOJIOJDKAM UX PEaTU3aIio.

Me1 CTPEMUMCS K pa3sBUTHIO
MEXIIApJIAMEHTCKUX CBSI3€d, HaIlM JEIyTaThl
U3y4aroT POCCUICKOE 3aKOHO/JATENbCTBO,

MOCEIIAIT CeCCHM [ 0CyIapCTBEHHOH IyMbl, a
pOCCHIiCKHE TapIaMEHTapUUA HW3y4aroT  OIBIT
3akoHOTBOpuecTBa B CeBEepHBIX  CTpaHax.
VYChnemHo  OCYIIECTBISCTCS — COTPYAHUYECTBO
KYPHIACTOB.  Pa0oraroT  mporpamMMbel 1O
3PAaBOOXPAHEHUIO U OXpaHE OKpYyKaromei
cpenpl. Havamack mnoOAroToBKa MpPOrpaMMbl 1O
COTPYIHHUYECTBY TpakIaHcKkoro oomectBa. C
yuyactuem HKO ocymiecTBisitorcs KynbTYpHbIE
oOmennl. JlolbkeH 0co00 OTMETHTh, 4YTO B
COTPYIHUYECTBE C HAMHM 3aWHTEPECOBAHBI HE
TOJILKO POCCHICKHE BJIACTH, HO M TPEACTABUTEIH
KpYITHOTO Ou3Heca u ABTOPUTETHBIX
OOIIECTBEHHBIX OPraHU3ALUH.

Cesepuvie cmpanwvt - uneuvt Eepocorosa
npoooscarom  nOOOepIHcUeamsv  CaAHKUUlU,
seeoennvie CIIIA no omnowenuio x Poccuu.
Ompayxccaromea nu Imu 0elicmeuss Ha HAWUX
0€/108bIX C6A3AX , U eCMb U KAKUue-mo uoeu
pykoeoocmee  CMCC no  ycmpaunenuro
He2amuGHbBIX NOCAE0CMEUIl OM CaHKUUi?
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[Ipencrassist npaButenbcTBa  CeBepHBIX

CtpaH, Mbl JIOJDKHBI CJIEAOBaTh IpaBUiIaM,
KOTOPBIE MU YCTAHOBJICHBI.
Ha, CaHKIINH B OTHOIIIEHUHU Poccun
CYIIIECTBYIOT, HO €CTh M caHkuuu Poccum B
otHomeHuu EC, koropble coOOMOMaIOT BCe
pOCcHiiCKHe OpraHu3aIlny.

OpnHako Bce 3TU OTPaHUYCHHS, B OCHOBHOM,
3aTparuBalOT KPYMHBIA YaCTHBIM OU3HEC, B TOM
Yucjie MPOM3BOACTBO  MPOJYKTOB THTAHMS,
ABTOMOOWJISCTPOCHHE H  JIpyrHe  OTpaciu
POCCUHCKOI 9KOHOMUKH, HO MBI He
B3aMMOJICHCTBYEM HAIPSIMYIO C YaCTHBIM OHM3HE-
COM M C €ro MpeJICTAaBUTEIISIMU, UMEHa KOTOPBIX
BHECEHBI B «CAHKIIMOHHBIM» CIHCOK. TakuMm
obpazom, Ha MPaKTUKY JIEJIOBOTO
COTPY/IHMYECTBA C HAIIUMH MapTHEPAMHU TaKHUE
Mepsl He OTpaxkaiwTcs. TeM He MeHee,
BBEJCHHEIC CAHKIIMH OCIOKHSIOT ITOJIUTHYECKUI
JTUAJIOT.

Oceausasn nonoxcumensusiii onvim CegepHbix
cmpan, 6 0COOeHHOCMU 6 ZYMAHUMAPHOU
cghepe, 0obMUHCMEO  HaAwuX  Jil00ell
HACMOPOMNCEHHO  GOCHPUHUMAIOM  CHOJIb
HENOHAMHbBIE UBMEHEHUA 6 MeHmanumeme
3anaoa. Peub, ¢ uacmnocmu, uoem o0 HOGOI
mpaKkmoeKke  uUHCmMumyma OpaKa u cembu.
Cymeem nu 3anad coxpanums mojiepanmuoe
omHouwienue K MmMpPAOUUUOHHBIM CEeMeUHbIM
ueHnHocmam?

[Ipexne Bcero, s xoTen ObI OTMETUTH, YTO B
poccuiickux CMMU 3Tu BOMpOCHl OCBEIIAIOTCS
HeKoppekTHO. CKilaJpIBaeTcsl BIeYaTiIeHUe, YTo
MbI TOJIBKO Y 3aHATHI TEM, UTO MpOMaraHgupyem
OJIHOTIONBIE OpakW, BBICTYNAeM 3a TEeHIEPHOE
PaBEHCTBO U T.JI., U 3TO HE COBCEM IPABUJIBHO.
CeBepHble CTpaHbl MOCTPOEHBI Ha
TPaIUIIMOHHBIX CEMEHHBIX IICHHOCTSX, U MBI
3a00TiMcs 00 WX COXpaHCHHH.  ITO
KpaeyroibHbli KaMeHb Hallel BHYTPEHHEU
MOJIUTUKU. MBI EHCTBUTEIBHO OTIMYAEMCS OT
Poccun, HO TOJBKO TEM, YTO yBakaeM JIMYHBIN
BBIOOp KaXKIOTr0 U MpaBa YeloBeKa B IIEJIOM. DTO
KacaeTcsl  PEIUTHO3HBIX U TMOJUTHYECKHX
cB000/1, @ TAK)KE CEKCyaJTbHOW OpUEHTALIUH.

«Koncyn» Ne3 (49) 2017

Mpl He paccMaTpuBaeM TaKUX JIIOJEH Kak
yrpo3y Juid 0011ecTBa, B KoTopoM 90 mporeHToB
rpaxaaH  MPHUAEPKUBAIOTCA  TPaJULUOHHBIX
MOJXOJ0B K MpoOieMaM OTHOUICHHH MEXIy
MYKUYMHAMHU U )KEHIIUHAMU.

Takue >xe B3MIAABl MNPUCYIIM HACEICHHUIO
OonpIIMHCTBA cTpaH Mupa. Hano mnpocro
MOHSATh, YTO Mbl HE 3aHMMAaEMCs MepPeCTPOUKON
MEHTAJWTETa Hamero ooémecrsa, a CMU
MOCTOSIHHO aKLEHTUPYIOT Ha ’TOM BHUMAaHHUE.

He Ttak paBHO XkypHamuctel W3 JIMTBBEI
OIMPOKO OCBELIAIM HpPaBbl B OJHOM U3
9KCIIEPUMEHTANbHBIX JETCKUX canoB B llIBeruu,
I/l NepecTald Ha3bIBaTh JIETEH MajJb4MKaMH U
neBoukamMu. B pesynbrarte JIUTOBCKast
00IIECTBEHHOCTh BOCIIPHHSIIA 3Ty MH(POPMAIIHIO
Tak, 4ro B IlIBenmuu yxXxe HET JKEHIIMH U
MyX4uH. BoT BaM HarmsggHeli  OpUMEp
HACKaKEHUS pEATbHON NEUCTBUTEIBHOCTH.

Hockonvky npocpammer CMCC nauyenenst ne
MONbKO HA COMPYOHUYECHE0, HO U HA 0OMEH
ONbIMOM, KaKue noje3Hvle 3HAHUA U 6 KAKUX
oonacmax noay4arom Om Cc60uUX POCCUUCKUX
RApmMHEPOE YYACHMHUKU RPOEKMOE - JHCumesnu
Cegepnuix cmpan?

Koneuno, U  HaM MHOTOMY MOJXXHO
noyuuthes. Hampumep, peanusyst nporpammy
COTpyIHHYECTBA B  00JacTM  HAayKu H
oOpazoBaHus, yHUBepcUTeThl (CeBepHBIX CTpaH
U HUCCIENOBATEJbCKHE IIEHTPbl ydaTcs Y
POCCUHCKHX KOJIIET, IOCKOJIBKY Ballla CTpaHa
HaXoAuTCs IO psny TIO3UIMH  BIEPEIH.
OcBamBaeM W pPOCCHUICKMH OMBIT  OOpPHOBI C
3200J1€BaHUSIMY, HMEIOIUMH TpaHCIPaHUYHOE

BO3JICICTBUE, NpEIOTBPAIEHUS  TOPTOBIHU
JIFOIBMHU, 00pBLOBI c OpraHN30BaHHOM
MPECTYIMHOCTHIO. Kcratu, (huHCKHE

MOJINIEHCKUE OYeHb TECHO COTPYIHHYAIOT C
nerepOyprckumMu  koyieramu. Ha onHom u3
CEMHHApOB ObLI MPUBEJCH IPUMEP, KaK aBTOOYC
C KpPacUBBIMH JEBYIIKaMU MPUOBLT Ha (PUHCKYIO
TpaHuILy. [Monuuus MposiBUIIA
HaCTOPOXXEHHOCTb, W,  CBA3aBIIUCH c
POCCHUHCKMMHU KOJUIETAaMH, BBIICHUJIA, YTO HX
BE3JIU JJIS1 3aHATHUS POCTUTYLIUEH.
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Takum o6pa30M, COBMCCTHBIMU YCUIIMSAMU
OBLIIO NpeaOTBPAlICHO IMTPECTYIIJICHUEC.

Kakue npoexkmul npeonoxcenvl poccuiicKum
napmuepam é mexkyuiem 2o0y?

B oxTs0pe mpomioro roma Oblna 3amymieHa
nporpaMma OTKPBITOTO KOHKypca 3asBOK Ha
COBMECTHYIO peanu3auuio MnpoekroB. CMCC
noiay4ua 73 3asBKH, COOTBETCTBYIOLIHE BCEM
TpeOoBaHMsIM. B pamkax HOBOW TpoOTrpamMMbl
corpynauuectBa ¢ Cesepo -3amagom Poccun
Oynyr  ¢uHaHCHpoBaThCsi 13 MPOEKTOB,
NPeAyCMaTPUBAIOLINX B3aUMOICHCTBHE B TAKUX
obnactsax, kak CMU, s dexTruBHOE yrpaBieHHE,
npaBa  YEJIOBEKa, COIMAIbHBIE  BOIMPOCHI,
nojpaepxkka HKO, a Ttakke cOTpyaHUYECTBO
MEXIy KOpeHHbIMU Hapogamu Cesepa.

Ymo obl Bu xomenu noJicenams
nemepoypocuyam, yuacmeyouwum 8
Mmuozonnanoeou oeasmenvnocmu CMCC? He
Moziu  Obl  um  obewiamsb, uUMO Haule
ezaumooelicmeue, HeCMOmMpPss HA MPYOHOCHU,
ece Jce Oyoem Kpennymos u pazeueamupca?

51 He 3Har0, Oy/IET U BCE TaK, KaK BCEM HaM
XO0UeTcs, 1a 1 U He YIIOJIHOMOYEH J1aBaTh
IIPOTHO3BI, O/IHAKO YBEPEH B HEOOXOAUMOCTH
YKpPEIUICHHS B3aUMOIIOHUMAHUS MEXITY
Hapoaamu Poccun n CeBepHBIX CTpaH.

i M
J Hl}limm;m i
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B xoHeuyHOM cyeTe, Kakoil OBl CIIOKHOUM He ObliIa
MOJIUTUYECKAs CUTyalWs, Mbl OO0s3aHBl pelarh
BO3HHUKAOIIUE TIPOOITIEMEI.

K coxanennio, Kak s yxXe TOBOpHJI, 00pa3
CeBepHbix cTpaHn B poccuiickux CMHU u o6pa3
Poccun B Hammmx CMU He Bcerjja KOppeKTeH.

[Topoit co3maercss ommOOYHOE BIEYATICHUE,
Ooynro Poccust — 310 He nemMokpaThdeckas CTpaHa,
XOTsI U3BECTHO, YTO B Ballle CTpaHE OpIaHbI BIACTH
SIBIISIIOTCSL BBIOOPHBIMH. IToaTromy BmecTo TOTO,
4TOOBI BO3BOJUTHL CTCHBI MCXKAY HaMH, HAI0
CTPOUTH MOCTEIL.

U Tornma Bcem Oynmer xoporio.
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TO BUILD BRIDGES, NOT WALLS

That’s how one of the main tasks of the Nordic Council of Ministers in Northwest Russia was
coined, the task being successfully accomplished despite the status of “a foreign agent” assigned to
the Nordic Council of Minister’s Office in Saint Petersburg and some other organizations by the
Russian Ministry of Justice two years ago. Why this decision is counterintuitive and how proactive
the Nordic Council of Ministers is when working with Russian partners: these questions were
addressed during the conversation between the Editor-in-chief of CONSUL magazine and Kenneth
Broman, Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary General of the Nordic Council of Ministers.

- Dear Mr. Broman, we know that the Information Office of the Nordic Council of Ministers in
Saint Petersburg was established in 1995 in order to promote development and strengthening of
cooperation, exchange of experiences and knowledge and in order to build strong connections
between organizations in the Nordic countries and the Northwest Russian region. What tasks has
the Information Office continued to fulfill since the Office’s previous activities were put on hold in
2015 and what does the current plan of the Office’s activities look like?

The Nordic Council of Ministers, where | work as Chief of Staff at the Office of the Secretary
General, that is, the second top rank position in the organization, is a working body for cooperation
between Finland, Sweden, Denmark, Norway and Iceland. Thus, we represent all five Nordic
governments.

It was long time ago, when the Information Office of the Nordic Council of Ministers in Saint
Petersburg was registered as an NGO, and this was the reason why two years ago it was classified as
“a foreign agent”. This is irrelevant because from the very beginning the Office had been a
governmental organization. Needless to say, the Nordic governments refused to accept this decision
and were forced to terminate the Office’s project activities. This was their way to demonstrate that
they do not intend to work either in Russia or elsewhere as “foreign agents”, because they want to be
open, transparent and want to develop close relations with the countries where they set up cooperation
activities. That’s why Saint Petersburg office is only staffed with an executive director and an
accountant, who are responsible for routine support work for the Secretary General’s Office in
Copenhagen.

Having said that, | should note that despite this involuntary decision the cooperation between the
Nordic Council of Ministers and Russian regions has never been terminated. Furthermore, it is
enjoying rather fast pace. The interaction is channeled, however, through third organizations located
either inside or outside Russia rather than through the Information Office. To provide you with some
examples, the environmental program and health issues and prevention program are being
implemented using assistance of comprehensive institutes in Finland. The programs on health, the
program on education are being implemented together with the Ministry of Science and Education
located in Moscow, with the authorities of Saint Petersburg and other Russian regions. We find
coordination of these efforts increasingly difficult because the programs are managed from different
cities and even countries. Besides, our collaboration is becoming less flexible and we find it more and
more difficult to foresee and to explain some of our forthcoming steps.

Last year we held a meeting of significant importance in Saint Petersburg which was dedicated to
topics of cooperation between the Nordic Council of Ministers and Northwest Russia. The meeting
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was attended by representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia. It is difficult to say how
long we are going to continue our work in its current format, it should be mentioned, however, that our
governments are continuing their dialogue and I hope that the situation can change for the better.

- What mutually agreed arrangements have been implemented and what impedes revitalization of
business relations with the Nordic countries?

Cooperation always requires at least two parties. The meeting | mentioned was beneficial for the
both parties and it confirmed that the parties were ready to interact and sent a signal to all those
interested. Afterwards the joint programs were launched for the total amount of 150 million RUB. This
year we are continuing to implement the programs.

We strive for developing inter-parliamentary relations, our members of parliament study Russian
legislation, attend sessions of the State Duma, and Russian members of parliament study legislature
practice of the Nordic countries. Journalist cooperation enjoys good results, too. The health program
and environmental program are being implemented.

A civil society cooperation program is under preparation. Cultural exchanges are organized with
participation of NGOs. | should specifically note that not only Russian authorities are interested in
cooperation with us, but also representatives of big businesses and influential NGOs.

-The Nordic countries — EU members are continuing to support sanctions imposed on Russia by
the US. Do these actions have any impact on our business relations and do the leaders of the Nordic
Council of Ministers have ideas on how to eliminate negative effects of the sanctions?

Representing the Nordic governments, we must follow the rules set by them. Yes, the sanctions on
Russia exist, but there are also sanctions imposed by Russia on the EU which are followed by all Russian
organizations. All these restrictions affect mainly big private businesses, including food industry,
automotive industry and other Russian industries, but we do not collaborate directly with private business
or its representatives whose names are included into the sanction list. So, these measures do not affect
practices of collaboration we have with our partners. It is, however, true that the sanctions imposed
complicate political dialogue.

-Learning from positive experience of the Nordic countries, especially in the humanitarian sphere,
the majority of our citizens are worried by inexplicable shifts in the mindset of the Western
counterparts. It concerns, in particular, a new interpretation of a concept of marriage and family. Do
you expect enhanced promotion of these efforts or will the West be able to maintain tolerant attitude to
those who support traditional family values?

First of all 1 would like to note that these topics are covered irrelevantly in the Russian media. One
may think that the only thing we do in our countries is promoting same sex marriages, gender equality
etc., but it is not true. The Nordic countries are built on traditional family values and we spend effort on
maintaining them. This is the cornerstone of our domestic policy. Indeed, we are different from Russia,
but the difference is only in respecting personal choice of each individual and human rights as a whole. It
is true for freedom of religion, political freedoms and sexual orientation. We do not see these citizens as a
threat to the society where 90 per cent of the people share traditional approaches to relations between men
and women. Our views are shared by the majority of the citizens of the world’s countries. It is just
important to understand that we are in no way engaged in restructuring our society’s mindset, but the
media keep focusing on these topics. Recently Lithuanian journalists gave broad coverage to morals of
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